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Agencies such as the Environmental 

Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest 
Service have a history of interfering 
with the use of private property. These 
agencies have fined and bullied land-
owners throughout the West. Too often 
the goal of the bureaucrats is to pro-
tect their own turf, not to protect the 
land or to serve the people. Honest, 
hard-working taxpayers get crushed be-
neath the resources of a Federal legal 
system that operates without over-
sight. The Western Caucus favors con-
servation through local cooperation 
and partnership, not through intimida-
tion and an attitude that ‘‘Washington 
knows best.’’ 

This report’s four principles and the 
ideas it discusses are based on what 
members in the Western Caucus hear 
back home. These are the topics I hear 
from people as I travel around Wyo-
ming. These principles promote respon-
sible energy, food and timber produc-
tion, while preserving what makes the 
West a unique place in America. 

Last year more than 10 million peo-
ple from around the world visited Wyo-
ming. They are drawn by its beauty 
and natural splendor. The people of 
Wyoming and all Western States know 
they have a responsibility to manage 
and protect the land and waters in a 
way that allows all of us to enjoy 
them. The goal of the Senate and Con-
gressional Western Caucus is to pre-
serve and protect everything that is 
special about the West so that families 
who have lived there for generations 
can continue to live there for genera-
tions in the future. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-

sistant Democratic leader. 
f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AIRLINE SMOKING BAN 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today 
marks the 25th anniversary of a law 
that has affected millions of Ameri-
cans. It was a law that came about be-
cause of a dare. It happened in an air-
port in Phoenix, AZ. I was catching a 
flight from Phoenix to St. Louis—I 
think to Chicago—and I was late. I ran 
up to the United Airlines counter, and 
the ticket agent started processing my 
ticket to get on the flight. 

She said to me, ‘‘Here is your board-
ing pass,’’ and I looked at it and no-
ticed she had put me in the smoking 
section on the airplane. 

I said to her, ‘‘I don’t want to sit in 
the smoking section. Isn’t there some-
thing you can do about this?’’ 

She said, ‘‘You came here too late. 
And incidentally, Congressman, there 
is something you can do about it.’’ 

I got on that airplane and got stuck 
in the middle seat in the smoking sec-
tion in the back of the plane, sur-
rounded by smokers, wedged in there, 
and I looked around the plane and 
thought: This makes no sense at all. 
There is an older person who may have 
a pulmonary problem. There is a moth-

er with a baby sitting in a nonsmoking 
section two rows away from me. And I 
thought to myself: I am going to do 
something to change this. 

I went back to the House of Rep-
resentatives. I was a relatively new 
Member of Congress. I introduced a bill 
to ban smoking on airplanes. My staff 
thought it was crazy. Nobody had ever 
beaten the tobacco lobby at anything. 
To take them and most of the airline 
industry on was a fool’s errand, but I 
did it anyway. I got a lot of help along 
the way from some amazing colleagues. 
I finally got a chance to bring it to the 
floor for a vote, and to the shock and 
surprise of the tobacco lobby, we won. 
We banned smoking on airplane flights 
of 2 hours or more. 

I called my friend Frank Lautenberg, 
who was a Senator from New Jersey, 
and I asked him if he would take up the 
cause in the U.S. Senate. He agreed to, 
and he passed the same measure. 

So this day marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the signing into law a ban on 
smoking on airplanes. It is obvious 
why it passed. Members of Congress are 
part of the largest frequent flyer pro-
gram in the world, and they hated it as 
much as I did on that flight from Phoe-
nix to Chicago. But it did something I 
never imagined. Malcolm Gladwell 
wrote a book called ‘‘The Tipping 
Point.’’ It turns out that moment was 
a tipping point because people all 
across America 25 years ago started 
asking a very basic question: If second-
hand smoke is dangerous in an air-
plane, isn’t it dangerous in a train, on 
a bus, in an office, in hospitals, in res-
taurants, in a tavern, in a bingo hall— 
and the list went on and on. All across 
the United States, States started 
changing laws and banning smoking. 

Today, if you walked into the doors 
of the Capitol here smoking a ciga-
rette, somebody would stop you and 
say: Wait a minute, we don’t do that 
here. In the old days, nobody would 
think twice and there were ashtrays all 
over. 

When I first came to the Senate, 
there were no rules when it came to 
smoking—none. We developed them 
after I made a few points to those in 
charge. But that was the culture and 
the situation 25 years ago. 

I think that effort to take smoking 
off airplanes has led to a lot of other 
dramatic efforts to protect Americans 
from secondhand smoke and from dan-
gerous situations. I think lives have 
been saved. There are so many of us 
who can tell family stories about losses 
related to lung cancer and pulmonary 
disease. I can tell my story. 

I was 14 years old when my father 
died of lung cancer. He was 53 years old 
and smoked two packs of Camels a day. 
He died an early death. I didn’t stand 
by his bed at the hospital and say ‘‘I 
will get even with that tobacco lobby,’’ 
but I remembered him as I started this 
ban. 

So I just wanted to make a note in 
the RECORD today in the Senate to sa-
lute the memory of my friend Frank 

Lautenberg, who was my partner in 
passing this important legislation, and 
to remind us there are other things we 
can do to make this world a little bet-
ter and a little safer. One of those 
things relates to e-cigarettes, a new in-
vention tobacco companies are jump-
ing up and down to market to children 
in America. We have seen in a short pe-
riod of time the number of kids using 
these electronic cigarettes double. It 
has a chemical in it, the same one that 
is in cigarettes—nicotine—that is ad-
dictive. Tobacco companies know that 
if they can lure children into cigarettes 
or e-cigarettes, they are going to cre-
ate an addiction in these young people 
that will be tough to break and won’t 
be healthy at all. 

I hope the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration will step up and do their job 
and regulate these products and these 
e-cigarette products to protect the 
children across America. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this 
week we are deciding whether we are 
going to shut down the Government of 
the United States of America again. 
Again. I think it was about a year and 
a half ago that the Senator from Texas 
on the other side of the aisle took to 
the floor and called for shutting down 
the Government of the United States of 
America, protesting President Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act. He did it, and the 
hardship that created for people all 
across the United States who relied on 
essential government services is well 
documented. The impact it had on the 
men and women who work in our gov-
ernment was also documented. It cost 
our economy. It was a bad thing to do. 
It was a political strategy which on re-
flection was the absolute worst, to shut 
down our government. 

Well, this week we face another shut-
down, and this time it is the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. This De-
partment is the one Department that is 
charged with keeping America safe 
from the threat of terrorism. It was 
created after 9/11 because we wanted to 
make sure we put together 22 agencies 
that worked together to protect us. 
You see them in so many different 
places. This agency runs the Coast 
Guard. Its cutters are patrolling Lake 
Michigan and our coastline—the Atlan-
tic and Pacific and the Gulf of Mexico 
as well. You see them when you go to 
the airport—TSA is under the super-
vision of the Department of Homeland 
Security. You may not know it, but 
your local fire department is depending 
on grants from this same agency so 
they can buy new equipment and train 
the people who are responding to fires 
in their community. 

Over and over again the Department 
of Homeland Security invests in the 
safety of America. So why in God’s 
name would we have a political strat-
egy to stop funding the Department of 
Homeland Security? That is exactly 
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